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He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes 
behold. the people ; and ſuch as will not 


g in paradoxes, we may, with pro- 
priety, ufe arguments to prove ſuch truths 
as were once received by the wiſeſt men as 
uncontrovertible, if not as ſelf-evident. 
Reſpecting. the truth which is before us, 
the power of righteouſneſs to exalt, and of 
unrighteouſneſs to depreſs, a nation (for all 
this is inſinuated in the words of my text 
we muſt argue, it feems, to ſupport it; we 
muſt now take account ef the many who 
exclude from their view the ſun - 
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the world was but newly made, and they 
— not a page of recorded e 


And ſurele⸗ this \dicchidioh is the more 
neceſſary, when ſuch as will not believe, 
are now making an awful experiment to 
prove, whether a great nation can flouriſh 
without the ordinary proviſions for the 
ſecurity of righteouſneſs, without the aid 
of a national e eſtabliſnment. 
Hh” it 1s 16 deen proper to diſcuſs this. 
great queſtion, when the moſt numerous and 
reſpectable audience is here aſſembled in 
reverence to that great civil ſolemnity, 
which” itſelf is a ſacred eſtabliſnment to 
reſiſt injuries, puniſh crimes, and _ the 
encroachment of x: 
Jade this very appearance of this FROST 
ſolemnity, ſupplies: a comment of more force 
and pathos on the neceſſity of the religious 
| principle, than any - which you can poſſibly 
receive from one in my place, upon this 
. ſubject. : e if there is no- 
c abun- 


1 
abundant cauſe for this ſolemn viſitation 
of the civil magiſtracy, think, how much 
greater there would be, were there no re- 
ligious principles amongſt us to, check the 
ſeeds of unrighteouſneſs in our hearts, and 
prevent their growth into crimes of ſuch a 
magnitude as demand this dread array of 
national judicature for their exemplary | 
puniſhment. I i 95 808 14 1 10 
But we are now to confider whether righ- 
teouſneſs, underſtood in its moſt compre- 
henſive ſenſe, has not a natural tendency to 
exalt a nation; whether this perfect virtue, 
this godlineſs, is not moſt profitable unto 
all things, having the | promiſe even of the 
life which, now: 1s, as well as, of that 
which is to come oor 21 > 
#4734 F "6H #0 BW 36 19 Garter 
Public peen preſents, itſelf. 10 us, as 1 L 
firſt means and form of national proſperity ; 
it implies the abſence of the dire alarm and 
inſecurity, with all the other horrors occa- 
ſioned by war; it allows hope to ſhine 
around us with, its brighteſt beams, and 
8 thereby 
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= thereby encourages man in all his nobleſt 
and moſt beneficent exertions, from the 
lowlieſt and moſt neceſſary, to the moſt 
ornamental and ſublime arts. One may 
_ conſider (without trifling with fancy) the We 
peace of a nation as the ſereneſt atmoſphere We 
of the ſoul, as its moſt ſalubrious and 
reviving form of good weather, in oppo- 
ſition to the clouds and the turbulencies, 
the conſtant or Oy calamities of war. 


The fophiſ of impiety may lik whe he = 
cannot prove, reiterating what he knows 
has been repeatedly refuted, that religion 
itſelf has abundantly diſturbed the public 
peace, has occafioned many unjuſt and de- 
ſolating wars. And without doubt reli- 
gion has been often made the pretext of 
ſuch; but, whenever it was, it was then 
blaſphemouſly traduced ; for in reality, it 
had no concern in them, but ſubſtantially 
condemned what it was weakly, _— 
and wickedly repreſented: to Juſtify. 

the malice of impiety, irritated, not _ 
vinced, hardened, not melted by the warm 
radiance | 


191 
radiance of truth, ſtill vilifies chriſtianity 


as the cauſe of unjuſt wars the benign 
goſpel of Chriſt, the eternal word, ſtill con- 
tinuing the ſame, ſhines forth in the view 
of candid wiſdom an everlafting refutation 


of the iniquitous charge. Whether we de- 


tect theſe wars as the movements of regal 
ambition, national hatred, commercial ava- 


rice, ſacerdotal ſelfiſhneſs, pitiable ſuper- 
ſtition, auſtere bigotry, republican envy, 


or fanatical fury—we find in them no 
Chriſtianity ; but in Chriſtianity, a moſt 
awful condemnation of theſe” incendiary 


cau ſes. 


2 the civilized parts of . each. ſome 
050 name has been always abuſed as the 


- pretext of wars originating in injuſtice ; and 
the fancy has been thus bribed into the ad- 

miſſion of the calamity, Religion, liberty, 
philoſophy, any terms of ſplendid reſpecta- 


bility, ſuffice to cover the fraud, till a deluge 
of bloodſhed and miſery have wronght men 


into the moſt Lr en * 3 17 17 
nicious dela on. ' 
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Was it the pretence of religion (aſks a 


recent and moſt eminent defender of Chriſ- 


tianity) which led Alexander into the Eaſt, 


and Cæſar into the Weſt Various, alas! 
are the means to ſtrike this ſpark of war out 
of the flinty heart of man. But why ſhould 
religion now be defended againſt an idle 
calumny, ſince the monſter Atheiſm, not 
long ago, has ſhewn us that when he charges 
to battle, and cries havoc to death even 
Where no battle is, he caſes his heart in 
iron, and ſteeps his hundred arms up to 
their elbows in blood, not to deſtroy religion, 
as he purpoſes, but to prove the neceſſity of 7 
it, and to refute by his deeds the charge 
which his viſionary and malignant ſchool 
had brought Mint her. | Lis 
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Ke Eh n e in GAN we are con- 


cemed, the religion of the charitable Jeſus, 


cannot but be favourable to public peace, 


for it enjoins every principle and temper 
- conducive | to it, and reprobates all the vices 


which tend to alienate man from man. — 


The Chriſtian conſiders his foe as his tis 


TI's, | 1 brother 
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5 brother occaſionally | in conteſt with him 


and tenderly * compaſſionates the nights 


numbers in a great nation; who are to 
ſuffer from the conteſt which they had not 
provoked. He deteſts every form of con- 


tention, but that of a neceſſary and honour- 


able ſelf-defence; yet, when this is the caſe, 
he cannot but be inſpired with thoſe motives 
of heroic exertion; which are the likelieſt to 

reward it with'a ſpeedy and victorious con- 
eluſion of the conteſt. His obedience to 


government is ready, his patriotiſm ardent, 


his magnanimity founded on the greateſt 


views, and, when duty calls, he is the firſt 


of all men to hazard property and life in its 
cauſe; for he has the leaſt of all n men to fear | 
aud to regret in ate IR SIR GY LUIS. 
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: | Whether, heosfore; a nition'ls exited by 
peace, or the ability of ſupporting itſelf 
with renown under the viſitation of war, the 
principal means of this exaltation Proceed 
5 from i, eee | 


| Ons wad haſtily « conceive that a nation 
2 may 
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may * a collection of happy. anda, 
and yet without exaltation or glory in the 
view of other nations but that the truth is 
otherwiſe, a little reflection will convince 


Happineſs is not a childiſh volatility of 
good ſpirits, an infantine play of mind, out 
of its place and period, accompanied with 
the inſecurities of infantine ignorance, and 


liable to the rapid revolutions of infantine E 


petulance. Happineſs is of a firmer and 

| ſedater complexion than this; is more allied 

with reaſon than with paſſion; is prepared 
for evil, yet lays the foundation of good; 
gathers its good when it is duly ripened by 
circumſtances, and does not, like a child, 


rend it, fruit, branch, and tree: in ſhort, 5 | ; 
| happineſs is the reſult of that conduct which 
views the paſt with ſelf approbation, tage 


future. with hope, nc. the _ with tran- 


When a —— e bear the 3 of ' il 
this character n. n they are not only If 
5 a happy . 
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a happy, but admired people; this admira- 
tion ſtrengthens the foundations of their hap- 
pineſs, and the conſciouſneſs of this repu- 
tation abroad is an additional part of it, 
ſince it cannot but occur to them that they 
are then reputed a wiſe and well principled 
people, poſſeſſing all the virtues included in 
the term righteouſneſs. But if a happy 
nation is in fact a large ſociety of pious, 
honeſt, temperate, benevolent, and prudent 
individuals, and not a collection of impious, 
unjuſt, intemperate, ſelfiſh, and imprudent 
men, . righteouſneſs muſt. exalt a nation. 
A nation is compoſed of the governed and. 


the governors, which deſcription, ſeen 


through the eyes of righteouſneſs, exhibits a 
diviſion of duties, and an union of intereſts, 


meet the ne image of one happy 


family. 


The Ron rr aan nne the zpllecs 


tive body of ſubjects, exalt a nation in the. 
proportion that they excel in the diſcharge 


of their duty to themſelves, and as neigh- 


| bours and ſubjects. This excellence is the 


„ proper 
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proper fruit of righteouſneſs, for the fears and 
hopes reſpecting a future ſtate, revealed by 
religion, the encouragements and animations 
to virtuous endeavour which ariſe from the 


doctrines of redemption, efficacious peni- 
tence, and divine aid, and the holy repreſen- 


tation of God himſelf and his bleſſed Son, 


as the examples which, as far as is poſ- 
ſible, we are to imitate, are ſurely ſuch 
inſtructions to man reſpecting the grandeur | 


of his nature and his deſtinations, as muſt 


inſpire him with a due contempt of things 
terreſtrial, with the moſt genuine magnani- 
mity, and an ambition to advance the human 


into the an gelic character. He then accounts 


all the evils: of life but as the means of his 
7 i beſt terreſtrial good, heroic exertion; con- 
ducted by the captain of his ſalvation, he 
traverſes this wilderneſs without fear, having 
in view his heavenly Canaan; propoſing to 


himſelf a godlike conduct, and the rewards 
of a glorious eternity, he adorns himſelf 


with all the purity and modeſt dignity of 
thoſe virtues which he owes to himſelf indi- 
vidually; he is mild, humble, merciful, 
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juſt, and benevolent to his fellow-creatures ; 


diveſted of avarice, vanity, pride, and envy, 
he becomes altogether heavenly in his tem- 


per, principles, and converſation ; the beauty 
of public order is congenial to ſuch a charac- 


ter; the charms of public peace meet all its 


humanities; the divineſt form of patriotiſm 


is eſſential to it, for it is never narrowed by 


faction, debaſed by cabal, diſtorted by in- 
trigue, or polluted by meanneſs ; he rever- 

_ ences the guardian majeſty of national law, 
and pays a cordial obedience to its venerable 
adminiſtrators: in ſhort, his righteouſneſs 
directly leads to civil obedience, renders him 
8 peaceable in his demeanour, and ſolicitous | 
for the public good, and as directly adorns 
him with thoſe qualities and affections which 
moſt exalt him in his perſonal and ſocial 


character. He is acquainted with God, and 


is at peace from the harraſſing doubts and 
turbulent irritations of the ſceptic and 
infidel ; contented himſelf, he is not diſ- 
poſed to diſturb the peace of ſociety. A 
nation compoſed of ſuch ſubje&s, muſt be 
exalted in their righteouſneſs, 


X And 


460 


And ſurely righteouſneſs reſtrains the 
ſupreme magiſtrate from miſbehaviour, and 
perſuades him into the nobleſt diſcharge of 
his high office; for it apprizes him of 


the King of Kings, it preſents to him 


the eyes of God as beholding him as well 
as the people, it inſtructs him in all the 
virtues that moſt Kindly foſter the faculties 
and inclinations favourable to his royal 
function, and inſinuates into his ſoul a 
light and a ſpirit to ſee and execute a wider 


courſe of beneficence than is viſible to the 


ſelfiſhneſs of unrighteouſneſs; it opens to his 
faith the laſt ſolemn day of account; by the 
viſions of futurity it ſhews him the nothing- 


neſs of all ſublunary grandeur, the folly, the 


| impertinence, and inſolence of pride in any 
deſcription of man, on account of any ter- 
reſtrial privilege or diſtinction; it prompts 
him to greater labours, and a more heroic 


generoſity for the benefit of mankind, and 


cheers him with a ſuperior alacrity in the diſ- 
charge of his ſublime office, and by referring 
him principally to the praiſe and rewards of 
God and his own conſcience, it arms him 
with the utmoſt mae ; hence ariſes. 
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peace within, and glory without, rendering 


that ſword of majeſty, which is efficacious 
by the plenitude of ſtrength, auguſt by the 


radiance of renown. The ſupreme magiſ- 


trate then is truly great and diſintereſted; 
adored by his people, eſteemed by his allies, 
dreaded by his enemies, and admired by all 

men, wearing a brighter crown than man can 


give him; he viſibly. lives and acts in a 
glorious ſphere for the benefit of mankind, 


_ deriving from righteouſneſs the principal 
means of thus ann the pe e ends 


ot his exalted Ration. 


4 
3k 


pM And thus it appears that the ſupreme 
governor of a fate, is beſt, 'qualified to 


govern it, by that very righteouſneſs which 


is moſt conducive to the beſt behaviour of 
the governed; and thus religion, by dif- 


perſing the vapours and miſts of groſs and 


earthly affections from the regal character, 
exhibits the ſun of ſovereign majeſty! i in all 


its foſtering warmth and ſalutary ſplendor, 


whilſt by the ſame means it equally unfolds 
the leſſer luminaries of the executive govern- 
ment in their brighteſt luſtre, 


T aks. 


11 4 


Take the inſtance in is before us; re- 
ſpecting the public—is there any thing of 


more conſequence than that pure adminiſ- 
tration of law, which is the grand and ulti- 


mate ſecurity of our lives and prope — 


But how can we reaſonably expect this pure 


_ adminiſtration of law, if we did not reaſon- 
ably expect that, in conſequence of our holy 
religion here eſtabliſhed, the hearts of the 


judge, the advocate, and the jury, were 
ſtimulated to a faithful diſcharge of their re- 


ſpective duties by the fear of God, and an 
awful attention to that day when they ſhall | 
| ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ? 

Can you imagine any motive ſo ſtrong as this 

for this great end, or that this too is not the MW 
ſtrongeſt to prevent the crimes and injuries, 
for the ſuppreſſion, the trial, and puniſh- | 
ment of which, this ſacred e is 


- ordained 2 


And now give me your pardon if, in this 
age of fretful innovation and all- rending 
theory, I ſhould digreſs in aſking you, 
whether the hiſtory of mankind. has ſhewn 


in 
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in any age ſo pure an adminiſtration of law as 


has prevailed in this nation, more efpecially 


from the period of the Revolution? 


And now too let me preſume to obſerve 


that, from the above-mentioned period to the 


preſent day, Chriſtianity has in this eountry 


difplayed itſelf more and more with all its 
benign and genuine influence, and with that 
growing evidence of its truth, which reſults 
from rational diſquiſition, ſolid learning, and 
the moſt liberal candour in its eminent and 
numerous defenders. 55 


1 ks not but that you will admit the 


coincidence, and will, in a great degree, 
| aſcribe the pure adminiſtration of law, that 
moſt material inſtrument of national proſpe- | 
rity, to the influence of the religions prin- 
ciple. a 


Vet, whilſt we are at war with a nation ” 


fiercely republican, we owe it to candour, 


we owe it to the exigeneies of the times, and 


we owe it to loyal gratitude to recollect, to 


* 


record, 


L 20 J. 
record, and to proclaim (if poſſible) within 
the reach of every Britiſh ear throughout the 

Britiſh empire, that every monarch who has 

reigned in this country from the æra of the 
revolution has been diſtinguiſhed by religious 

probity, and ſuch a reverence for the pure 
adminiſtration of law, as not only to entitle 
them to our gratitude, but, perhaps, to 
furniſh a document and proof, that 3 | 
office, circumſcribed as it is by our free. 

_ conſtitution, ſhould be cheriſhed by true 
philoſophy as a proper form of character 
and authority to add efficient majeſty to the 

adminiſtration of law, and repel any injuries 
from it that r elſewhere ariſe, 


3 1 not las 95 a 4 8 that the 
ſupreme and ſubordinate executors of the 
law will diſcharge their ſacred truſt with 
moſt fidelity and zeal under the influence of 
the religious principle, and reſpecting the 
two other great governing eſtates of the realm, 
can ye heſitate a moment to pronounce, that a 
\ thorough ſenſe of Chriſtian equity, candour, 

hymility, and generoſity—a thorough faith 


44 SE8-1 

in the doctrine of a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments, will have the moſt power 
to ſubdue every mean, ſelfiſh, factious, and 
ambitious tendency that may interfere with | 
the pure, the magnanimous, and active 
diſcharges of their ſacred truſt 1 in theſe av 
# bodies. 


Thus efficacious is Righteouſneſs for ſe- 
_ curing the good conduct of thoſe who ad 
the place of government. 


And here it may not be impertinent to 
the important point which I have in view, 
to aſſert in the moſt unqualified manner, 
that our commerce, that column or ſtrength 
of the nation, muſt fall, whatever may be 
the extent of our dominions, whatever the 
Power of our fleets and armies, if it has not 
for its baſe the integrity of our manufacturers 
and merchants, or, in other words, the prin- 
eine of en in them. 


Whether or no 100 7 d accords 
with theſe principles, is a queſtion which it 
"I D bchoves 


"44.24 1 


behoves every Briton to determine; for be 
aſſured, that in this awful criſis of our 
country we are alarmingly called upon to 
look up to him from whom alone ſalvation 
cometh, whoſe eyes behold the people, every 
people—the poor, oppreſſed, untutored Afri- 

cans, as well as the powerful and Poel | 
get „ 


Dor, ebe the rail ſpirit. whk Wees 
the wiſeſt decrees of all preceding ages, or 
| ſhould the diſordered mind whole diſtem- 


perature admits not the reception of demon- 


ſtrated truth, ſtill urge from their exceptious 
ſchool, that government is unneceſſary to 
man, or might ſubſiſt without religion, one 
readily anſwers, that if men aſſociate without 


government, they cannot affociate long; the KW 


claſh of humours and intereſts, unmitigated 
by a general rule, would convert the ſociety 
into a ſhort lived rencounter of wolves and 
tigers. The univerſal exiſtence of govern- 
ments ſhews the neceſſity of them, but that 


1 they have not yet anſwered all their ends 


proves what man would be without them. 
Mie 


(- 0g || 
The neceſſity of government is not to be 
queſtioned, if it is neceſſary for man to aſſo- 
ciate with man; and before we queſtion this 
neceſſity, we ſhould conſider the probable 
ſtate of unaſſociated man; his wretchedneſs 
and depravity cannot be imaged to us by that 
of the moſt depraved and miſerable human 
creature in ſociety. One has read of the 
ſlumbrous ſtupefaction of the ſavage Indian 
in his cave, after he has done his only human 
work, the catching and devouring of his prey, 


devouring it with ſuch a ravenous appetite - 


and in ſuch a quantity as to occaſion the 
worſt diſeaſes of indigeſtion ; I ſpeak not of 
the mind totally unlettered, of the manners 
totally uncivilized, and of the body ſuffer- 
ing many maladies from its expoſure to the 
ſurrounding elements. The laſt ſparkles of 
the reaſonable being are then ſmothered be- 
neath the ruins of all animal comforts. Ima- 
gination turns with horror from the concep- 
tion, and reaſon diſdains to hold any farther 
arguments againſt the adoption of a ſyſtem 
that threatens the extinction of the human 
_ underſtanding, and the converſion of the 


man into the brute. 
SE 


a} 


Society i is neckiliey to man, government to 
ſociety, and religion to government. Moral 
probity in the ſubject, is ſurely neceſſary for 
the well-being of a ſtate; it cannot be denied 
but that moral probity will be better ſecured 
by the belief of a God and a future ſtate of 
rewardsand puniſhments ; it is clear that this 
belief is beſt founded on a divine revelation; 
it is equally clear that this revelation will be 
better known by ſuch a wide diſpenſion of 
teachers as that the truth may be within the 
reach of all men, and it is certain that theſe 
teachers are not humanly to be expected, if 
ſuch rewards are not forthcoming from the 
government as will ſecure a ſufficiency of 
them for its purpoſe. The inference is ob- 


vious the neceſſity of an eſtabliſhed religion WM 


whoſe union with the ſtate prepares the ſub- 
ject to obey, for conſcience- ſake, the laws of 


the land. 


But ſome ſay, and what will not man 
now ſay, that right and wrong, virtue and 
vice are mere fancies, and arbitrary words 
bearing no relation to things—but that this 
diſtinction really exiſts in the nature of 


things, 


LS 1 


things, cannot be doubted, for no govern- 
ment can be imagined ſo powerful as to be 
able to decree their ſubjects into wickedneſs, 
or ſo fooliſh as to wiſh to do it if they could; 
for if they did, it would be a ſort of ſuicide 
or voluntary diſſolution of itſelf into anarchy. 
A rareand monſtrous attempt has been lately 
made, not indeed to confound the old diſ- 
tinctions between right and wrong, but to 
rob them of their old ſupport, the belief of 
a God and a future ſtate, But it ſeems that 
the device was not thought a wiſe one by 
our philoſophical foes ; a better philoſophy 
has now taken place, and, God grant, that 
it may be a ſtep to a better Chriſtianity than 
1 have ever yo known. 


I have prefled upon your patience too 
long, but I have been diſcuſſing a very 
weighty argument, and will intrude upon 

you no farther than by a ſerious application 
of the whole which I have laid before you. 


Since then government is an ordinance of 
light and force to inſtruct and preſerve men 
in the practice of what is right, to ſecure the 

8 ends 


[26-7 
ends of civil aſſociation ; and ſince the more 
perfect a government is the more it advances | 


theſe ends, with their only means, virtuous 
BAAN and ee 


; The chief magiſtrate, would he be obeyed, 
muſt yield all the encouragement which he 
can to righteouſneſs, and thence diffule 


among his people the principles and tempers 
moſt favourable to peace and good order; | 
would he bleſs his people, and ſatisfy the 


: purpoſe of his ſacred function, he cannot 


take any better means than the advancement 
_ of: righteouſneſs. I 


© Would-the chief Agi bee ad ebe 
unite in a generous conteſt who ſhall moſt 
oblige the other, (the only conteſt which 


ſhould ſubſiſt between them), they muſt 5 | 
unite in furthering the univerſal influence of 
_ righteouſneſs ; would they teſtify the trueſt WW 


= patriotiſm, are they zealous for nationa] 
renown, would they afford all the world, all 


the coming ages of mankind, the inſtruction 1 


and benefaction of the nobleſt example, | 
: they 


„„ 


they muſt become a religious people; would 
they exalt the human character into its 
higheſt form, or would they preſent to the 

hopes of man their brighteſt objects, they 


muſt aſk of Righteouſneſs to unfold the 


goſpel of Chriſt, and to lay before them the 
eternal rewards of his true followers; to 
ſhew man his godlike birth and godlike 
capacities, and to raiſe that head, which 
abundantly droops beneath the burthens of 


earth, into a view of thoſe manſions where 


the wicked ceaſe from troubling, where the 
mourners are at reſt, are comforted, are more 
than comforted, and where they who have 
believed, and obeyed him who ruleth with 
| his power for ever, ſhall be able to exalt 
themſelves in a manner more than corre- 


ſpondent to the grandeur of our natural 


ambition, and the fondeſt tendency of our : 


| | n. after felicity. 


: + But has; rely, from the juſtice of Him, 


whoſe eyes are over all the peoples, the 


| exaltation of a nation may be expected from 


their righteouſneſs, one muſt be ray” 


** 


L 28 


certain; for what after all is righteouſneſs 


but a conduct in man agreeable to the will 


of God; but, reſpecting God, the loyalty 
of a ſubject to the only ſovereign to whom 
the moſt unqualified obedience is due; but 
the dutiful and affectionate ſubmiſſion of a 
ſon to the beſt and kindeſt father; and the 
acquieſcence of a creature in the commands 
of his creator: but, in ſhort, a diſcharge of 
duty to the King of Kings, the Father of all, 
the Creator of the univerſe, and, in one 


word, God 5 


"Whether: 1 we 1 he light | 
of reaſon and experience, the moſt obvious 


ſentiments of nature, or theſloweſt deductions 
of reflection; whether we view our own 
capacity of obedience, or the right of God 
to that obedience, we infer that he muſt exalt 
a'rightcous, and puniſh a rebellious nation. 


This is the inference which we cannot but 
make from the preceding reflections ; and 


| would to God that we could make it with KI 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction from the view of out 


own righteouſneſs as a people. Oh! 


1 29 ] 
Oh! then let me beſeech thee, 0 God, 


who ruleſt with thy power for ever, whoſe 
eyes behold this people, to render them ſuch 
by thy grace, that, at this awful criſis of 
their country, they may ſo believe, ſo repent, 
and fo obey thee, as to be able to exalt 
themſelves in whatſoever thou judgeſt beſt 


for their welfare throughout Time and 
Honey. 
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